Eleanor McEvoy Biography,

  “OUT THERE”

Recently returned from travelling her solo ‘Non-Smoking Single Female Show’ through Australia, Spain and Britain, Eleanor was home in time to collect the Big Buzz Award for Best Traditional Female Musician.

Too often described as under recognised and under-rated, Eleanor continues her musical journey with the third album of her independent trilogy.  The album ‘Out There’ was written, arranged, performed and sung by Eleanor with a little help from drummer Liam Bradley and from Dave Rotheray (The Beautiful South) on the song he co-wrote with Eleanor ‘Quote I Love You Unquote’.

‘Out There’ features Eleanor’s ‘Non-Smoking Single Female’, the jagged ‘Wrong So Wrong’, hillbilly-esque ‘Suffer So Well’, her caustic view of the celtic tiger, ‘The Fields of Dublin 4’, (Marvin Gaye’s) ‘Mercy Mercy Me’ and (Lowell George’s) ‘Roll Um Easy’.

Eleanor, a seasoned session musician and orchestral fiddle player from an early age, first shot to prominence when her song ‘A Woman’s Heart’ became the theme and title track to the largest selling Irish album ‘A Woman’s Heart’.  Her version of the song sung with Mary Black became an immediate hit and the song is now a recognized Irish standard with countless cover versions.

Eleanor was signed to Geffen Records by legend Tom Zutaut.  With her band Eleanor toured the world achieving chart success in many countries with the eponymous album ‘Eleanor McEvoy’.  A move from Geffen to Sony Columbia yielded two further highly rated albums ‘What’s Following Me’ (featuring Mark Isham) and ‘Snapshots’ (produced by Rupert Hine) before she embarked on her own musical journey.  ‘Yola’, her first independent release, was Hi-Fi Plus album of the year and became a standard reference in the world of High End Audio.  This was followed by the moody late night album ‘Early Hours’.  
The current release ‘Out There’ completes this trilogy.    ‘Out There’ has received enormous acclaim across the broadest spectrum of reviewers.
With recording already in progress, her new album is scheduled for release early 2008.
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 ‘Out There’ Reviews

Daily Telegraph  “Bags of class,  ‘Out There’ has several striking track.  McEvoy earns plenty of respect for her multi-instrumental skills ........ her writing gets better & better”. Colin Randall, Sat. 13th January 2007

MOJO   “Forever associated with “Only a Woman’s Heart”, massively underrated Irish sing / songwriter, McEvoy raises the stakes with an ambitious self-produced, self-arranged album.  It tackles Marvin Gaye and Lowell George and includes a Dave Rotheray collaboration along with her own immaculately tuneful, lyrically potent tales of love and life.”     

 Review by Colin Irwin, Mojo, February 2007

Uncut  “Irish chanteuse finds the grit on fifth album. The songs are wry, witty and gritty and if you heard "Non Smoking Single Female" blind you might easily hazard it was Martha Wainwright.  A gorgeous cover of Little Feat's "Roll Um Easy" caps a fine reinvention”. 
Maverick 5 out of 5 stars.     “First class songs sung by a genuinely soulful singer. Spare, clean arrangements and respectful covers. I think that about ticks all the boxes”.

Irish Times  “McEvoy still surprises with her jagged-edged personality that celebrates rather than suppresses dissonance. It’s a brave soul who’ll offer a distinctive interpretation of Marvin Gaye’s perfect Mercy Mercy Me (The Ecology), but she swings it by stripping it back to it’s core”

Hifi +  “10 out of 10 for Recording and Performance.  “Take the best of Yola and the power of Early Hours and you still won’t get close to Out There. There’s vinyl on the way, but the SACD is so darn good you should get it now, because this is one album you don’t want to be waiting for”

Froots  “Impressive range of settings with one or two hanging on to folksy intimacy like an impressive acoustic Mercy Mercy Me & Iberius. A fine album”.
Classic Rock Society  “A musician & songwriter of much note in the folk and roots area. She oozes confidence now after recent success & this album won’t do her any harm”.

The Folk Diary  “The songs are strong, her musicianship is superb and the production is first rate”.
Irish World  “A true international star who received Irish World Award in 2003”
Net Rhythms   “A musical cocktail of jazz, folk & blues, & never compromising her accent in the phrasing, it’s another quiet triumph for one of Ireland’s most golden yet far too unappreciated talents”.

Folk Roundabout  “The whole album has a nice organic feel, I love Eleanor’s singing and natural command of phrasing, and I salute her willingness to take the bull by the horns by going it alone in the studio”.
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Hi Fi News  “A great Irish songwriter, a gifted multi-instrumentalist & one hell of a singer, whose 8th album displays all of these gifts in a wonderfully understated way. This set is simply superb, & one not to be missed”. 5 out of 5 for recording & 4 out of 5 for performance
Folk & Acoustic  “Classy restrained music & astute lyrics”.

Sunday Life (Belfast)  “Sensible grown up pop rock”.

Get Ready To Rock  “Out There’ is another superb & varied album from an artist who deserves wider exposure.  Fantastic voice, thought provoking lyrics and neat instrumentation.  Released in audiophile SACD – what more can you ask for?

Rock n Reel  “This album proves beyond any doubt that she richly deserves her reputation as one of the finest songwriters of her generation”.

Froots  “Impressive range of settings with one or two hanging on to folksy intimacy.  A fine album”.

Graeme Scott Classic VR Scotland  “A singer & writer of quality & this album has a beautiful sound which shows Eleanor off for the fine artist she is”.

Quotes for “Suffer So Well/Mercy Mercy Me”

The Ticket  "McEvoy may have a Woman's Heart but she can still dish out the sarcasm on this country flavoured ode”

Hot Press   “With ‘Suffer So Well’ Eleanor McEvoy takes a look at break ups through Americana - tinted glasses. And boy does she go all the way on this one; never mind Gillian Welch, the Carter clan would be impressed by this”           Review by Louise Hodgson Hot Press February 2007  

Live quote from Kirkstyle Inn, Glenmavis 24/5/07  “For 2 hours we were treated to a musical & vocal feast. Eleanor is a genuine talent combining her distinctive & mellow vocals with an impressive array of instruments.  Few artists have such musical versatility – a memorable evening.”
